
James 2:14-26 (NIV) 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and 
daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will 
say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith 
without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 
19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder. 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith 
without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham 
considered righteous for what he did when he offered his 
son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 
actions were working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 
that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 
24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what 
they do and not by faith alone. 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different 
direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without deeds is dead 
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Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast.

WHAT ABOUT WHAT PAUL SAYS?

Romans 5:1-2a (NIV)
1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this 
grace in which we now stand.

PAUL ALSO UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF WORKS

Romans 2:6-10 (NLT)
6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 7 He 
will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking 
after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 8 But 
he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for 
themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of 
wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone 
who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the 
Gentile. 10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God 
for all who do good for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.



JAMES ALSO UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH

James 2:22 (NIV)
22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. WHAT KIND OF WORKS SHOULD 
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Galatians 5:4-6 (NIV)
4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been 
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For 
through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for 
which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love.
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WHAT KIND OF WORKS DOES LOVE PRODUCE?

Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV)
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.



IS YOUR FAITH ALIVE OR DEAD?


