
Encourage: 
to inspire with courage, hope, or confidence. 

– American Heritage Dictionary

“Let your emphasis be on the creative and 
constructive above the critical and corrective.” 
– J. Robert Ashcroft

Romans 8:31b (NLT)
31b If God is for us, who can ever be against us?

Romans 8:28 (NLT)
28 And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are 
called according to his purpose for them.

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (NLT)
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 
them the same comfort God has given us. 5 For the more 
we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his 
comfort through Christ. 



Acts 9:26-31 (NLT)
26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the 
believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not 
believe he had truly become a believer! 27 Then Barnabas 
brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had 
seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had 
spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus. 28 So Saul stayed 
with the apostles and went all around Jerusalem with them, 
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He debated with 
some Greek-speaking Jews, but they tried to murder him. 
30 When the believers heard about this, they took him down 
to Caesarea and sent him away to Tarsus, his hometown.

31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria, and it became stronger as the believers lived in 
the fear of the Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy 
Spirit, it also grew in numbers.

Acts 11:21-26 (NLT)
21 The power of the Lord was with them, and a large number of 
these Gentiles believed and turned to the Lord. 22 When the 
church at Jerusalem heard what had happened, they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw this evidence 
of God’s blessing, he was filled with joy, and he encouraged 
the believers to stay true to the Lord. 24 Barnabas was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and strong in faith. And many 
people were brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went on to 
Tarsus to look for Saul. 26 When he found him, he brought him 
back to Antioch. Both of them stayed there with the church for 
a full year, teaching large crowds of people. (It was at Antioch 
that the believers were first called Christians.)

2 Timothy 4:11 (NLT)

Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be 
helpful to me in my ministry.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NLT)
11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just 
as you are already doing.



Sincerity

1 Thessalonians 2:4b-5 (NLT)
4b Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone 
examines the motives of our hearts. 5 Never once did we 
try to win you with flattery, as you well know. And God is 
our witness that we were not pretending to be your 
friends just to get your money!

Sincerity
Others

1 Corinthians 10:24 (TLB)
24 Don’t think only of yourself. Try to think of the other 
fellow, too, and what is best for him.

Philippians 2:3 (NLT)
3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, 
thinking of others as better than yourselves.



Sincerity
Others
Nix the negative

Correction does much, but encouragement does more. 

– Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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