
PARADOX

1 Corinthians 3:16-20 (NIV)
16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s 
temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is 
sacred, and you together are that temple. 18 Do not deceive 
yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of 
this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become 
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s 
sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”; 
20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are 
futile.”

PARADOX

1 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)
18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise 
by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so 
that you may become wise.

PARADOX

Proverbs 1:7 (NIV)
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.



PARADOX

Proverbs 18:6 (NIV)
6 The lips of fools bring them strife, and their mouths invite a 
beating.

PARADOX

Proverbs 23:9 (NIV)
9 Do not speak to fools, for they will scorn your prudent 
words.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “BECOME FOOLS”?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “BECOME FOOLS”?

1 Corinthians 1:18-30 (NLT)
18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are 
headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it 
is the very power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the intelligence 
of the intelligent.” 20 So where does this leave the 
philosophers, the scholars, and the world’s brilliant 
debaters? God has made the wisdom of this world look 
foolish. 21 Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world 
would never know him through human wisdom, 

he has used our foolish preaching to save those who 
believe. 22 It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from 
heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human 
wisdom. 23 So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the 
Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. 
24 But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and 
Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human 
plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of 
human strength. 26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, 
that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or 
wealthy when God called you. 

27 Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in 
order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose 
things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. 
28 God chose things despised by the world, things counted 
as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what 
the world considers important. 29 As a result, no one can 
ever boast in the presence of God. 30 God has united you 
with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be 
wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us 
pure and holy, and he freed us from sin.



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “BECOME FOOLS”?

• TO REJECT HUMAN WISDOM

HOW CAN WE REJECT HUMAN WISDOM?

HOW CAN WE REJECT HUMAN WISDOM?

• BY RELYING ON GOD’S WORD FOR ALL WISDOM

SEX AND MARRIAGE

OTHER RELIGIONS AND BELIEF SYSTEMS THE SANCTITY OF LIFE AND ABORTION



CREATION OF THE EARTH AND THE ORGIN OF LIFE
IF YOU REJECT THE WISDOM OF THE BIBLE
YOU ARE REJECTING THE WISDOM OF GOD

PARADOX

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness IS GOD’S WORD YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL 

WISDOM?


