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1. RECOGNIZE
a. COMPARE THEIR THOUGHTS/ACTIONS TO THE BIBLE

b. RECOGNIZE YOUR OWN SIN (THIS WILL DETERMINE YOUR TONE) 
c. HELP THEM RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR THOUGHTS/ACTIONS ARE SINFUL
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2 Corinthians 7:8-10 (NLT)
8 I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was 
sorry at first, for I know it was painful to you for a little while. 9 Now I 
am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain 
caused you to repent and change your ways. It was the kind of 
sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not harmed by 
us in any way. 10 For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience 
leads us away from sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for 
that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, 
results in spiritual death.
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2 Corinthians 7:8-9 (NLT)
8 I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at first, 
for I know it was painful to you for a little while. 9 Now I am glad I sent it, not 
because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change 
your ways.
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WORDS CAN CAUSE PAIN
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REBUKE
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REBUKE – TO EXPRESS SHARP 
DISAPPROVAL OR CRITICISM OF SOMEONE 
BECAUSE OF THEIR BEHAVIOR OR ACTIONS
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WHAT YOU’RE DOING IS WRONG. 
SO, STOP IT!!
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Luke 17:1-3 (NLT)
1 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “There will always be temptations to 
sin, but what sorrow awaits the person who does the tempting! 2 It would 
be better to be thrown into the sea with a millstone hung around your neck 
than to cause one of these little ones to fall into sin. 3 So watch yourselves! 
“If another believer sins, rebuke that person; then if there is repentance, 
forgive.”
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Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
15 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that 
person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you 
and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or 
three witnesses. 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the 
church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that 
person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
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REBUKE
a. SPEAK
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Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
15 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that 
person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you 
and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or 
three witnesses. 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the 
church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that 
person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
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REBUKE
a. SPEAK
b. SHARE
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Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
15 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that 
person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with 
you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by 
two or three witnesses. 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case 
to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat 
that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
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REBUKE
a. SPEAK
b. SHARE

c. SHIFT
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Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
15 “If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that 
person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with 
you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by 
two or three witnesses. 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your 
case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, 
treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
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REBUKE
a. SPEAK… WITH THEM PRIVATELY

b. SHARE… WITH ONE OR TWO OTHERS
c. SHIFT… THE RESPONSIBILITY TO THE CHURCH
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