
1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations 
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the 
gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 
8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

Ephesians 3:1-21 
(ESV)

9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have 
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So I ask 
you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to 
him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

THE MYSTERY OF THE 
GOSPEL REVEALED

6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel.

Ephesians 3:6 
(ESV)

6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of 
all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

Deuteronomy 7:6 
(ESV)



17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, 
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?

Mark 11:17a
(ESV)

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people producing its fruits. 

Matthew 21:43
(ESV)

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Matthew 24:14
(ESV)

1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the 
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no 
small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some 
of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles 
and the elders about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by 
the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great 
joy to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were 
welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they 
declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is 
necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of 
Moses.”

Acts 15:1-11
(ESV)

6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this 
matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and 
said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a 
choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, 
bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having 
cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that 
neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe 
that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they will.”

GOD CHOSE YOU



WHAT ABOUT FREE WILL?
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16
(ESV)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

Ephesians 1:3-6
(ESV)

9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance.

2 Peter 3:9
(ESV)

44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 
And I will raise him up on the last day. 

John 6:44
(ESV)

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: 
that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, 
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and was raised.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15
(ESV)



37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes 
to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not 
to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the 
will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

John 6:37-40
(ESV) 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 

walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

Ephesians 2:1-5
(ESV)

HOW IS THAT FAIR?

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no 
means! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So 
then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has 
mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy 
on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 19 You will 
say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is 
molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has 
the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one 
vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 

Romans 9:14-26
(ESV)

22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for 
vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—
24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from 
the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea, “Those who were not my 
people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call 
‘beloved.’” 26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You 
are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” BE THANKFUL

GOD CHOSE YOU




