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PERSEVERE IN THE FAITH

Hebrews 11:1-23 (ESV)

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By
faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel
offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. ® By faith Enoch
was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found,
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was
commended as having pleased God. ¢ And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being
warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned
the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. & By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. ? By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land,

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.
1% For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. " By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him
faithful who had promised. '2 Therefore from one man, and him as good as
ead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. '3 These all died in
faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. ™ For people who speak thus make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only
son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”
19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 2° By faith Isaac
invoked?uture blessings on Jacob and Esau.

21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing
in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life,
made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions
concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for
three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful,
and they were not afraid of the king's edict.
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Numbers 12:1-8 (ESV)

1 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And they
said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken
through us also?” And the LORD heard it. * Now the man Moses was very
meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4 And
suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come out, you
three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came out. 5 And the
LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent
and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. ¢ And he said,
“Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, | the LORD make myself
known to him in a vision; | speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my
servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 With him | speak mouth to
mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the LORD.
Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?”

Hebrews 11:23 (ESV)
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Exodus 1:8-22 (ESV)

& Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. ? And
he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too
mighty for us. 1 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply,
and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and
escape from the land.” " Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict
them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and
Raamses. 2 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied
and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the
people of Israel. 13 So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as
slaves 1 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick,
and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made
them work as slaves. '® Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, '® “When
you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall
live.” 17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt

commanded them, but let the male children live. '8 So the king of Egypt
called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the
male children live?” 1 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew
women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give
birth before the midwife comes to them.” 2% So God dealt well with the
midwives. And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 2! And because
the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh
commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall
cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”
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Exodus 2:1-10 (ESV)

" Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman.
2 The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine
child, she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer, she
took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and
pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank.
4 And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. ® Now
the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young
women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and
sent her servant woman, and she took it. ® When she opened it, she saw the
child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is
one of the Hebrews' children.”7Then%is sister said to Pharaoh's daughter,
“Shall | go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for
you?” 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called
the child's mother. ? And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Take this child away
and nurse him for me, and | will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed him. 1© When the child grew older, she brought him to
Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses,
“Because,” she said, “| drew him out of the water.”
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Acts 7:17-22 (ESV)

17 "But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to
Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt '8 until there
arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 1% He dealt
shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so
that they would not be kept alive. 2° At this time Moses was born; and
he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three
months in his father's house, 2! and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's
daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And
Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was
mighty in his words and deeds.

Acts 7:20 (NIV)

20 “At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child. For three
months he was cared for by his family.
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DO YOU HAVE CONFIDENCE IN GOD'S WORD?

r-.

BY FAITH

19

20



